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with some amendment, and which was signed with
reluctance by the President, after a special message
to the House sharply criticizing some of the pro-
visions of the act. A bill providing for arbitra-
tion of differences between common carriers and
their employees was passed by the Senate without
a division, but it did not reach the President un-
til the closing days of the session and failed of en-
actment because he did not sign it before the final
adjournment. Taken as a whole, then, the rec-
ord of the Congress elected in 1884 showed that,
while the Democratic party had the Presidency and
the House of Representatives,the Republican party,
although defeated at the polls, still controlled
public policy through the agency of the Senate.